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employed in the Cotton Factories, who would fain have you in the list of their friends and helpers ; and entreat you to lot me know for and in behalf of them, whether thoro is not sonic law prohibiting, or limiting, or regulating the employment either of children or adults, or of both, in tho White Lead Manufactory. In the minutes of evidence before tho Select Committee of tho House of Commons on the state of children in tho Cotton Factories, in 1816, the question is put to Mr. Astloy Cooper, who replies, " I believe there is such a law." Now, can you help us to a more positive answer? Can you furnish us with auy other instances in which the Legislature has directly, or by immediate consequence, interfered with what is ironically called " Free Labor " 1 (I e. DARED to prohibit soul-murdor and infanticide on the part of the rich, and self-slaughter on that of the poor 1) or any dictum of our grave law authorities from Fortea-cue to Bacon, and from Bacon to Konyon and Eldon : for from the borough in Hell I wish to have no representative, though on second thoughts I should have no objection to a good word in God's cause, though it should have slipped from the Devil's mouth. In short, my dear sir, tho only objection likely to produce any hesitation in the House of Lords respecting Sir Robert Peel's Bill, which has just passed tho House of Commons, will come from that Scottish (" der Teufol scotch man all for
snakes! ") plebeian earl, Lord L------, the dangerous precedent
of legislative interference with free labor, of courso implying that this bill will provide tho first precedent. Though Heaven knows that I am seriously hurting myself by devoting my days daily in this my best harvest-tide as a lecture-monger, and that I am most disinterestedly interested in the fate of tho measure, yet interested I am. Good Mr. Clarkson could scarcely bo more so ! I should have bid farewell to all ease of conscience if I had returned an excuse to the request made for my humble assistance. But a little legal information from you would do more than twenty S. T. C.s, if there exists any law in point In that pithy little manual yclept the Statutes of Great Britain, I send herewith two of the circulars that I have written as tlio most to the point in respect of what I now solicit from you.* Be so good (if you have time to write at all, and see aught that can be of service) as to direct to me, care of Nathaniel Gould, Esq., Spring Garden Coffee-House. I need not add, that in the
_ * This Bill was by the/tafcer of the late Sir Robert Peel. (See an Interesting reference in Yonge's f( Life of Lord Liverpool," Vol. II, p, 867.) Tho Tea Hours Bill, restricting tlie hours .of labor in fnctorfes for children and persona or tender years to ten honvs, passed in 1844.17                                                            T 0%n a
